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ASTEE at a Glance

Things have been progressing very well for the first year and we have 4§
good deal of news to report. Our membership is steadily growing and
our first dues campaign has placed some money into our account.
Hopefully we will be able to use those funds to help further the cause of
the field of trace evidence analysis.

By far, the biggest news to report is the publication of the first issue of
the Journal of the American Society of Trace Evidence Examinersor
JASTEE for short. See pages 2 and 3 for a sneak peak and som
additional details.

v

We have been receiving a great deal of support from several sponsoryg.
We would therefore like to take this opportunity to thankBruker once
again for their generous donation to help get us started af€RAIC
Technologies for their generous sponsorship of our group dinner at the
American Academy of Forensic Sciences meeting this past February in
Seattle.

Several members have inquired as to how they cget involved. We
need a great deal of help and are currently looking for volunteers to fill
the following positions:

Membership Committee: Tasks include reviewing membership
applications and coming to a consensus for acceptance of potentia
members.

Education Committee: Tasks include searching for and implementing
trace related workshops at various sites across the United States.

(Contdd. on Page 2)
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ASTEE at a Glance (Cont. From Page 1)

Webmaster: Tasks include updating and maintaining website. A major project that we
would like to accomplish in this area is the population of the Trace 101 section of the site.

Newsletter Editor: Tasks include the coordination of content for and the distribution of the
societyds newsletter.

Regional Representatives: Tasks include dissemination of ASTEE related information to
forensic professionals in the various regions of the United States, regional membership rg
cruitment, and regional scouting for potential workshops and other educational opportuni-
ties. We are looking for individuals to represent the following regions: Northeast, Mid

Atlantic, Southeast, Midwest, Northwest, California, and Southwest. Along these lines, we
would also like to include one or more international liaisons and an academic liaison.

Awards: Tasks include the development and disbursement of awards including student
scholarships.

Journal Editorial Board: At the direction of the Journal Editor, these individuals will serve
as peer reviewers for the various articles that are submitted.

If anyone is interested in any of these positions, please contact Vinny Desiderio at:

vfornsic@yahoo.com

The Journal Has Arrived

Our journal Editor Chris Bommarito has done an outstanding job of getting the first issue
together and distributed. It looks amazing and the articles are excellent. We owe a greaf
deal of gratitude to Chris for taking on this monumental task, this first group of authors for
their contributions, and all of the peer reviewers who contributed their time.

We have heard from numerous members over the past few months who have mentioned thag
they have work that they would like to publish. There is no time like the present to get your
information out to the perfect target group. If you would like to submit a manuscript, you
can send it to Chris at:

bommaric@michigan.gov.

For the time being, the first issue of the journal has been posted on the website for publig
viewing. It is our plan to place future issues in a secure area that would be accessible Qy
members only.



mailto:bommaric@michigan.gov

lume 1, Issue 1

JOURNAL OF AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
TRACE EVIDENCE EXAMINERS :

WA S ERe Erare. arg
Volurme Number One,  ssue Number One
June 2010

Editors Comment

By Christopher Bommarito,
ASTEE Journal Editor

The mission of ASTLE is to encourage the exchange and
disse - mamalion ol ideas and inlarmatien salhin The Held ol
trace evidence through impreved contacks beteeen
nersans and lahnratorios sngaged in trace svidenre
analysis.  Tathis #nd, we hawve establis1ed a peer
rewievwed jourmil dedicated ta the amabysis al race

ey denoe,

The idea of the journal is to nszire and provide an outlesr
teer the rapicd cisserrination ol knosledge that we generats
through the caurse of our wark,  Trace evidence is unigue:
amanng the forensic disciplines as we snrnunter the
urusual on a daily Easis. Trace examinz=rs nfen must find
inneative veays 0 e mine materils or peslorm research
tex wssess the variability of a material im erder o determin:
the sign tficanre of an sssnciatinn. Many af us have these
smiall scale studies in our head: or may pres=nt the
rralerial at o scienti'ic mesting bl never gel around (o
publishing the information in a peer reviewed journal, We
hepe ta change that in the future hy prewiding an autlet far
wour <nowdl=doe ant experie1ce that car be easily acoessed

bre asthiesr Lrace v dence sxaminers,

T fulfill this goal we will rely on &5T5F memhbrers o
submit articles and research for the jourmal. The jouraal
will e distributed as offe as we receive enaughoarlicles o
publish, with 1he geal of guarterly distribution,  We hope
trs b ahle tn hees the -ime ketwern submissinn and

publicaton under thres ronths, For contest, from what |

INSIDE THIS 155U
Editor's Canment 1

MicraspEelroplobonestry (WaF) of Blosc- A9 Uadate £
Larry K. Peterscn, B.S.

Ident i 11 ol # Cwcapsntyl Nitrite nhalant B
Christapher 2. liommarita, M5,

Microscopy of Feathers: & Practizal Guide 15
Carla ., Deere, Fh, L. and Sardra L, KEach, MF.5

GUTeer as a Source af Trace Evidence B
Susan T. Grass, M5, Katherite kenowsk, B.S. and

tlmabeth Pangurl, =8

Identificalion ol General Unkrawns 3
Ardreey Lowesn, M550

Distfaguinhing Czal, Coke and Other Black Paclicles 10

Milette (R, Sroam RS, Kyle 12, Turner Je. W
HHL W anm alcis ¥R

undersland, the liMe Iram submizsion (o publication lor
ather prominent forensic jourmsls is arourd nvo vears, 1§
wyiu have some rossarch or rase stedies tRat yoo feel sl
benefit athers in the trace community, pleass cansider
subsmitting wieur work (o the Journal of 85TEE.  Flease ulilize
the same submission farmat as is in place for the Jaurmal of

Farensic Sciences.

We have also established 3 wocking arrangerment with The
Aicroscore, the jourmal established and edited by the
Mrirone Institate. indor this arrmngement, artiries
publizhed in fASTE0 may be selected for publication in T

Aicrerscoge, amd vite dersa.

lasty, | wuld like tn the nk oo initial centributing anthnrs

for raking a chatce on a new and unknown jauraal.

“ rig nally published in The Microscome 57:2, 2009,
copyright (c) McoCZrone Research Institute.




Membership

We currently have 210 members and are looking to increase this number as we go. If anybody knows
of anyone who would like to join, we have included a membership application on page 9. Additional
membership information can be found on the website.

Most of our members have paid their 2010 dues, but there are a few stragglers. For those of you who
have not had the opportunity to pay, please contact our TreasureBandy Parent at
Sandy.Parent@txdps.state.tx.usASAP. We do have a PayPal option available for payments.

Training and Events

AAFS 2010

ASTEE had a strong showing at the 2010 meeting of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences.
Those of us that attended were able to meet up and talk trace one evening for a over dinner at
Assaggio Seattle (see photos on page 5). This dinner was graciously sponsoredawy Martin and
CRAIC Technologies. We will be looking to continue this tradition at upcoming AAFS meetings
with our sights set on a formal meeting and reception during next years event in Chicago.

ABA Prescriptions for Criminal Justice Forensics

Several of our members had the opportunity to Jatt
for Criminal Justice ForensicsO seminar on Jupe
The session titled OCutting Edge | ssues: Finger
Evi dence, and Ballisticsd6 promised to deliver S0

mentioned topics. Considering the title of the session it is interesting to note that not one practitioner
from any of these fields was represented on the panel which consequently consisted entirely of legal
professionals.

The session did not live up to any of the perceived hype as pretty much none of the listed topics were
actually discussed. It was however great to see that many forensic professionals are taking these kinds
of challenges seriously as there were many scientists in attendance representing several different
disciplines.

One thing that did come out of this seminar is the need for us to do a better job of educating those
around us as to what it is that we do, how we do it, and the significance of the results that are
obtained. It was clear that many of the legal attendees were unaware of how we go about performing
our work and arriving at conclusions.

Future Events

If anyone knows of any events that our members should be aware of or would like to report on an
event that they attended we would certainly welcome any contributions.
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