Forensic Scientist or Trainee
(Trace Evidence)
Position CF279
 Salary Range: $46,815 - $78,319
 Location: Richmond, VA
The Virginia Department of Forensic Science is seeking an experienced forensic trace evidence examiner for the Central Regional Laboratory. The examiner will be responsible to independently perform comprehensive chemical and physical analyses on primer residue, fire debris, or explosives cases submitted by law enforcement agencies. Successful candidate will: 1) use current state-of–the-art methodologies and instrumentation to analyze evidence material; 2) prepare Certificates of Analysis on findings for use by the criminal justice system; 3) testify in criminal court proceedings as a qualified expert on laboratory findings and results; and 4) communicate with and instruct law enforcement agencies and legal officials on testing procedures, results, and the handling of evidence. Position requires occasional overnight travel and employee will provide own transportation as required.

Required qualifications: Bachelor’s degree in chemistry or closely related field with courses to include laboratory classes in general, organic, and analytical chemistry; experience in a forensic trace evidence laboratory environment performing either primer residue examinations using SEM/EDS, fire debris examinations, or explosives examinations; experience presenting and defending analytical results in a court of law as an expert witness; successful completion of a documented training program as a forensic trace evidence examiner and/or demonstration of competency; knowledge of basic theoretical principles and applications of the instrumentation and methodologies used to analyze trace evidence samples, laboratory safety and QA/QC; a valid driver's license and/or other means of reliable transportation; must be able to manage multiple tasks efficiently, analyze and interpret data, develop sound conclusions, maintain accurate records, and analyze and solve technical problems; ability to communicate effectively in a clear, concise manner, verbally and in writing, and defend scientific findings in court; and knowledge of criminal court procedures and rules of evidence.
Preferred qualifications: Advanced degree in a physical science; experience in forensic related teaching/training.
In the event a fully qualified Forensic Scientist candidate cannot be employed, a trainee position will be offered to the most suited candidate at a salary of $39,175.
SELECTED CANDIDATE MUST PROVIDE A DNA SAMPLE VIA A BUCCAL SWAB (SALIVA SAMPLE), BE FINGERPRINTED, AND PASS A BACKGROUND SECURITY CHECK

Applicants must apply electronically using the State of Virginia’s Recruitment Management System (RMS) by 5:00 pm, August 16, 2011. The RMS can be accessed using the link: https://jobs.agencies.virginia.gov. Contact Butch Martin at (804)786-0150 for assistance.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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